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Three Kinds of Citizens

Table 1
Kinds of Citizens

Personally Responsible Citizen

Participatory Citizen

Justice-oriented Citizen

Acts responsibly in his/her
communiby

Works and pays taxes
Obeys laws
Recycles, gives blood

Voluntears to lend a hand in times
of crisis

Active member of community organ-
izations and/or improvement efforts

Organizes community efforts to care for
those in need, promote economic
development, or clean up envirenment

Knows how government agencies work

Knows strategies for accomplishing
collective tasks

Crifically assesses social, political, and
economic structures to see beyond
surface causes

Seeks aut and addresses areas of
injustica

Knows about social movements and how
to effect systemic change

l': DESCRIPTION

o
& - Contributes food to a foad drive Helps to organize a food drive Explores why people are hungry and acts
=~ to solve root causes
gV
n
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=

0 To solve social problems and To solve social problems and improve To solve social problems and improve
w o improva socialy, citizens must society, cifizens must ucl_iu._rel}r parficipate  socialy, citizens must question and
& . have goed character; they must and fake leadership positions within change established systems and structures
0= be honest, responsible, and law-  established systems and community when they reproduce patterns of injustice
vV abiding members of the structures over time

e community
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Westheimer and Kahne , (2004)
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“If you don’t know history,
you don’t know anything.
You are a leaf that doesn’t

know it is part of a tree.”
- Michael Crichton
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