


ADVANCE PRAISE FOR WHAT KIND OF CITIZEN? 
 
“Westheimer has written a necessary and 
brilliant book . . . one of the best in the last 
decade to take on what it means to reclaim 
education in the service of democratic 
values and the common good. Westheimer 
makes clear that schools are at the heart of 
civic life and crucial for developing young 
people who can create a future filled with 
justice and hope. What Kind of Citizen? is a 
manifesto for an education that matters, a 
democracy that matters, and for a notion of 
justice that serves everyone.”  

—Henry Giroux, Global Television 
Network Chair in Communication 
Studies, McMaster University  

“Among the many casualties of a 
preoccupation with rigor and accountability 
is the prospect of education for meaningful 
democratic citizenship. In this refreshingly 
accessible book, Westheimer not only makes 
that point but explains the importance of 
helping students to think critically and 
question tradition. He issues a welcome 
invitation to connect our conception of the 
ideal school to its impact on our broader 
society.”  

—Alfie Kohn, author of Feel-Bad 
Education and The Myth of the 
Spoiled Child 

 “Providing practicing educators with a 
goldmine of information and examples, this 
book indicates, once again, that Westheimer 
is one of the most prolific, original, and 
visionary scholars doing citizenship 
education work and research.”  

—James A. Banks, Kerry and Linda 
Killinger Endowed Chair in Diversity 
Studies and Director, Center for 
Multicultural Education, Univ. of 
Washington  

“With What Kind of Citizen? Westheimer 
distinguishes himself as a leading thinker 
and activist in the radical tradition of W.E.B. 
DuBois, John Dewey, bell hooks, and Fanny 
Coppin.”  

—William Ayers, School Reform 
Activist and author of Teaching the 
Taboo: Courage and Imagination in 
the Classroom, Second Edition  

“What does it mean to be a democratic 
citizen? And what kind of education 
produces one? For the past two decades, 
Joel Westheimer has been one of North 
America’s most knowledgeable and able 
guides to these critical issues. His book will 
provide an invaluable roadmap for anyone 
who asks the big questions.”  

—Jonathan Zimmerman, professor of 
education and history, New York 
University  

“Joel Westheimer argues persuasively that 
the current emphasis on standardization in 
the schools not only diminishes teacher 
professionalism, but conflicts with 
citizenship education.”  

—Diane Ravitch, Professor of 
Education at New York University, 
historian of education, author of 
Reign of Error  

“This brilliant little book calls for personal 
and collective responsibility among our 
students that doesn’t amount to just 
volunteering on projects, but that attempts 
to remedy areas of unfairness and injustice.   

—Andy Hargreaves, Thomas More 
Brennan Chair in Education, Boston 
College  

“In this highly readable, persuasive book, 
Joel Westheimer reminds us that, in our zeal 
for higher test scores, we seem to have 
forgotten the highest aim of education—to 
produce better people, more thoughtful 
citizens.”  

—Nel Noddings, Lee Jacks Professor 
of Education Emerita, Stanford 
University  

“Westheimer is practitioner, critic, and 
visionary. This book is a wake-up call to 
rethink the real purpose of education. This 
is a must read for teachers, students, 
parents and anyone interested in finding 
deeper meaning for educating our children.”  

—Pasi Sahlberg, author of Finnish 
Lessons 2.0: What Can the World Learn 
from Educational Change in Finland?  

“Dr. Westheimer, in this timely and “In this 
practical, personal, and hopeful work, Joel 
Westheimer asks us 
to imagine the kind of people we want to 
be—and how schools can help 
us become those people. What Kind of 
Citizen? cracks open the pleasing 
but often myopic lingo of citizenship 
education. Readers are left with an 
alternative vision of schooling that speaks 
directly to today’s social and environmental 
crises—and to young people’s hunger for a 
meaningful life.”  

—Bill Bigelow, Curriculum Editor, 
Rethinking Schools  

important book, refocuses the attention of 
policymakers on providing students with 
learning experiences that equip them for 
engaged citizenship and ensuring that 
teachers have the professional autonomy 
and trust to do that work.”  

—Diane Woloschuk, President, Canadian 
Teachers’ Federation






























